NATIONAL SCHOOL TEACHEBS (IEELAND). 

(Attendance at Meetings). 


RETURN to an Order of The Honourable the House of Commons, 


AffOPY of Circular issued by the Commissioners of National Educa- 
tion, Ireland, to Teachers of National Schools in Ireland regarding 
Attendance at Meetings, &c., together with the Correspondence, 
&c., relative thereto. 


DUBLIN: 

PRINTED FOR HIS MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 
BY ALEXANDER THOM & CO. (LIMITED). 

And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
E. Ponsonby, 116, Grafton-street, Dublin; or 
Wyman and Sons, Limited, Fetter-lane, E.C., and 
32, Abingdon-street, Westminster, S.W. ; or 
Oliver and Boyd, Edinburgh. 


dated 3rd August, 1905 ; — for 


{Mr. Long.) 


Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
4ith August, 1905, 




1905. 
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CIRCULAR ISSUED BY THE COMMISSIONERS OF NATIONAL 
EDUCATION, IRELAND, TO TEACHERS OF NATIONAL 
SCHOOLS IN IRELAND REGARDING ATTENDANCE AT 
MEETINGS, &c„ TOGETHER WITH CORRESPONDENCE, 
&c„ RELATIVE THERETO. 


B.O. 20. 6. 05. 


This Circular must be preserved 
in the Current Daily Report Book 
of the School. 


CIRCULAR TO TEACHERS OF NATIONAL SCHOOLS. 

The attention of the Commissioners has been drawn to the disloyal con- 
duct of a sec tion of the persons wno were present at the public dinner given 
by the Teachers’ Association assembled at Sligo in Easter Week. 

While the Commissioners accept the disclaimer of Mr. J. J. Hazlett, they 
consider that he and the other leaders of the Teachers’ Association should 
immediately after the event have formally repudiated the disloyal action of 
these persons, and have dissociated themselves from their improper conduct. 

The Commissioners feel that the matter should not be suffered to pass 
unnoticed or without rebuke, lest it should be considered that such conduct 
win be tolerated, and will not meet with the censure and punishment it 
deserves. 

We are, therefore, instructed to notify that any teacher who may be 
proved to have taken part in disloyal demonstrations will receive the 
severest penalty which the Regulations permit. 

Teachers, like other citizens, are free to have their own political views, 
but they are required to abstain from controversy and to be imbued with 
a spirit of obedience to the law and loyalty to the Sovereign. 

The Commissioners take this opportunity of calling special attention to 
the following rules from their Code of Regulations : — 

Rule 89 (a). The attendance of teachers at public meetings or meetings 
held for political purposes, or the taking part in elections for 
members of Parliament, or for Poor Law Guardians, &c., 
except by voting, is incompatible with the performance of 
their duties, and is a violation of rule rendering them liable 
to withdrawal of salary. 

Rule 94 III. — The following practical rules must be strictly observed by 
the Teachers of National Schools: — To avoid fairs, markets, 
and meetings — but above all political meetings of every kind ; 
to abstain from controversy; to be imbued with a spirit of 
obedience to the law and loyalty to the Sovereign; and to do 
nothing in or out of the school which might have a tendency 
to confine it to any denomination of children. 

A. 2 
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Rule 94 VIII— To pay the strictest attention to the morals and general 
conduct of their pupils, and to omit no opportunity of incul- 
cating the principles of truth, honesty, and politeness, the 
duties of respect to superiors, and obedience to all persons 
placed in authority over them. 

The Commissioners regret to observe a growing spirit of insubordination 
on the part of many teachers, and a disregard of the above rules. . Recently 
they have had to withdraw salary from a teacher for taking part in political 
meetings, and they have determined to punish severely in future any 
teacher who infringes these regulations, or who is instrumental in foment- 
ing strife and disorder in his neighbourhood. Meetings which, judged by 
their professed object, seem harmless, frequently assume a political, and 
even a disloyal, character. Teachers would do well to avoid meetings at 
which questions of an objectionable character are likely to be dis- 
cussed ; but should they happen to be present, their duty clearly requires 
them to leave the meeting at the earliest moment after its character has 
become apparent. Failure to do so in future will render the teacher liable 
to a serious penalty. 

The Commissioners also regret to find teachers attending meetings at 
which the Board and its officers are assailed in a coarse and scurrilous 
manner. 

Should teachers consider themselves aggrieved, or injured in their posi- 
tions and prospects, by any regulations of the Commissioners, they can 
bring the matter under official notice through their Managers; and Rule 
96 provides ample security against any questionable action on the part of 
the officers of the Commissioners. 

The Commissioners hope that such regrettable incidents as those 
referred to will not occur again, and that the teachers will discharge 
their important duties in an earnest and faithful manner, _ showing, due 
regard for the improvement and general welfare of the pupils committed 
to their care, proper submission to those placed over them, and a loyal 
respect for the laws and rulers of their country. 

P. E. LEMASS, 


Office of National Education, 
Dublin, June, 1905. 


W. J. DILWORTH. 

Secretaries. 


[Copy.] 


Sir, 


Education Office, 

Dublin, 29 th May, 1905. 


The Resident Commissioner desires me to say that he will be obliged 
if you kindly furnish him with a report of the proceedings in connection 
with the toast of “ The Health of the King” at the banquet of the Teachers’ 
Congress held in Sligo this year, to which the attention of the Commis- 
sioners has been drawn. 


I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(Sgd.) M. A. PHELAN. 


Mr. James Hazlett, M.A., 

St. Mark’s Boys’ National School, 
Westland Row. 
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[Copy.] 


88-05cc. 


To the Resident Commissioner of 

National Education in Ireland. 


Dublin, 1st June, 1905. 


Sir, 

In accordance with the request contained in your letter of 29th ult., 
to the effect that I should furnish a report of the proceedings in connexion 
with the toast of “ The King” at the dinner of the Teachers’ Congress held 
in the Town Hall, Sligo, on 26th April last, and at which I presided, I now 
beg to submit same for your consideration. 

The number present at the dinner in question amounted, approximately, 
to 140, and of these there were probably 40 or 50 who had no connexion 
with the teaching profession. 

While we were assembling for dinner several persons came to me, pre- 
sumably guests, and asked if I really intended to propose the toast of “ The 
King,” which they noticed at the head of the list of toasts printed on the 
menu card. I replied that it had always been customary to propose this 
toast at the annual dinner in connexion with the National Teachers’ Organ- 
ization, and that I had no intention of departing from the usual custom on 
the present occasion. Shortly afterwards, and when we had just taken our 
seats for dinner, about fifteen or twenty walked out of the hall and did not 
return. It has been stated that this party consisted of teachers and guests. ' 
This statement is, as far as I know, inaccurate. I do not believe there 
were any teachers amongst this party, for, apart from all other considera- 
tions, I do not think there is a teacher in all Ireland who would pay for a 
dinner and then walk away and leave that dinner behind him. 

Dinner being over, I stood up and proposed the toast of “ The King ” in 
the usual manner, and I regret exceedingly to have to report that at this 
stage a considerable number of those present remained seated. There 
were some cries of “ Seats ” in various parts of the hall, but I should be very 
sorry to think that any teachers present were guilty of uttering these cries : 
I am quite convinced they came from the guests who were present. 

I have seen it stated in the Press that the President “ passed hastily to- 
the next toast on the list.” If by this Press statement it was meant to con- 
vey that it was my desire to hurry over the toast, and get rid as quickly as 
possible of a disagreeable duty, then I have only to say that that statement 
is absolutely untrue. 


It has also been stated in the Press that numbers left the hall while the 
King’s toast was being proposed, and that -these subsequently returned. 
I only noticed two or three leaving at that particular time, and these were 
guests. 

The remainder of the evening passed over quietly and without any further 
incident of note. My opinion is that the Press reports of the dinner were 
considerably exaggerated. 

I have no doubt whatever but that the Executive of the Irish National 
Teachers’ Organization will, in the name of the whole body of teachers, 
entirely dissociate themselves from, and repudiate, the regrettable and un- 
pardonable conduct of a section of those who attended! the dinner in Sligo. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your very obedient Servant, 

(Sgd.) J. J.HAZLETT, 

President of the Irish National Teachers' 
Organization. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE SLIGO CHAMPION NEWSPAPER OF 
29th APRIL, 1905. 

The banquet in connection with the annual Congress of the Irish National 
Teachers’ Organization took place in the Town Hall, Sligo, on Wednesday 
night. Mr. Hazlett, M.A., President of the Organization, presided. On 
his right sat Dr. Douglas Hyde, President of the Gaelic League ; and on 
his left sat Mr. P. A. MTiugh. Among the other guests were the Very 
Rev. Dr. Kielty, President, Summerhill College, Sligo; Rev. Father 
Shanagher, Very Rev. Canon Sloane, Very Rev. Canon Maher, Rev. Father 
Currid, Rev. Dr. Ardill, Protestant Rector of 'Calry; Rev. Mr. Fletcher, 
Alderman Higgins, Mr. J. White, J.P.; Mr. J. F. 0 ; Kelly, T.C. ; Mr. B. 
MTernan, T.C. ; Mr. M. O’Rorke, Ballisodare; Mr. Denis Johnston, Mr. 
J. Conroy, and the English and Scotch delegates. There were about 150 
Congress delegates present. The fine hall was tastefully decorated. The 
local Congress Committee were assisted by Mrs. Annie Devine O’Connor 
and other Sligo ladies and local gentlemen in completing the arrangements. 
The ladies very kindly gave their services as attendants at the dinner. 
During the intervals between the after-dinner speeches, a most enjoyable 
musical programme was gone through, the following ladies and gentlemen 
participating: — Miss Brady, Ballymote; Miss Maureen O’Shea, Belfast; 
Mr. F. M. O’Leary, Wicklow; Mr. Maiben, Dublin; and Mr. Gerald 
Ewing, Dublin. Miss Brady sang most sweetly in Irish, and Miss O’Shea 
gave a charming rendering of some Irish airs in English. Mr. Jeffs, of 
Dublin, gave a few of his recitations in his own peculiar style of humour. 
Mr. Lamb played some of the accompaniments. 

A striking incident took place before the dinner commenced. A number 
of the invited guests, including some clergymen, having observed that the 
first toast on the printed programme was that of “ The King,” decided to 
leave immediately, and they did so, being unwilling to participate in a 
function of which the toast was a feature. Those who left at this period 
did not return. Others disassociated themselves from the toast by leaving 
the dining hall before it was proposed and remaining outside until it had 
been disposed of. When the toast was actually given by the President, 
the majority of those present', guests and Congress delegates, remained 
seated, choosing this third method of indicating their non-participation 
in this particular item of the programme. There were repeated cries of 
“ Seats.” The President passed hastily to the next toast on the list, which, 
with the succeeding ones, was enthusiastically honoured. 

After dinner grace was said by the Very Rev. Dr. Kielty. 

The President said the first toast on the list that had been placed before 
him was that of “ The King.” He asked them to fill their glasses and drink 
to the toast of “ The King?’ 

There were cries of “ Seats.” The majority of those present remained 
seated, the remainder rising. 

The President immediately gave the next toast on the list — “ The Irish 
National Teachers’ Organization.” The toast was enthusiastically 
honoured. 


Office of National Education, 

Dublin, 28th July, 1905. 


P. E. LEMASS, 

W. J. DLL WORTH, 

Secretaries. 
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